
HEALTH HAPPENS 
IN NEIGHBORHOODS

Impacts of Community Development
Investments on Resident Health





Partners 
• LISC Greater Kansas City
• Health Forward Foundation
• Dotte Agency and KU School of Architecture
• NeighborWorks Success Measures 
• Health Departments of KCMO and KCK
• Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council, Blue Hills 

Neighbohood Association, Scarritt Renaissance 
Neighborhood Association, Douglass-Sumner 
Neighborhood Association and Downtown 
Shareholders 



Our Approach



Community Input:
Primary Data Collection

• Surveys developed to measure resident pride related to feelings 
around homeownership, safety, access to services and neighborhood 
connectedness and resident’s ability to change/improve their 
neighborhoods

• 465 surveys collected across five neighborhoods

• Discovered: Many people feel connected to their neighbors, feel that 
their community has improved and expressed confidence that it will 
improve in the future 



Ivanhoe Survey
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Overall, considering everything, how 
satisfied would you say you are living in 

this community? Significant, positive predictors of 
resident satisfaction: 

1. Cleanliness 
2. Affordability
3. Parks
4. Grocery shopping 

appropriateness for 
seniors 



Ivanhoe Survey
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Cleanliness Physical 
condition of 
the houses

Physical 
condition of 
the streets, 
sidewalks 
and public 

spaces

Safety Friendliness

How would you rate each of the following 
aspects of this neighborhood? 

68% of respondents indicated they feel “Very Connected” or “Connected”
66% of respondents indicated that they were either “Very willing” or “Willing” to work with 
others to make things happen

Significant, positive predictors 
of resident feeling of safety:

1. perception of friendliness 
2. neighborhood was a 

“good value for the price”
3. street cleanliness and 

quality
4. satisfaction with parks, 

playgrounds
5. access to quality child 

care



KCMO Health Department Analysis

• People care about community spaces: Parks, 
playgrounds, community centers, restaurants and 
coffee shops

• Looks do matter. Cleanliness, sanitation and 
infrastructure repair 

• Engagement needs to evolve. Neighborhoods have 
agency and residents feel as if their time and 
energy spent on civic participation matters



Asset and Opportunity Mapping



Card Sorting



Walking Audit





The walk audit revealed that 70% of the streets 
in the focus area had ‘poor/dangerous’ sidewalk 
conditions and that 70% of the blocks had 
landscaping that creates blind or hiding spots 









Implementation



Lessons Learned 
&

Recommendations



Brenda Calvin, Senior Program Officer
Health Forward Foundation 

https://healthforward.org/

Our mission is to provide leadership, advocacy, and 
resources in order to eliminate barriers and promote quality 
health for the uninsured and underserved in our service area.

The vision we have for our region is simple:
We want healthy people living in healthy communities.

To bring this vision to life, we are tackling pressing health 
issues by focusing on those most in need, advocating for 
health and wellness, and partnering with communities. 
Together we will continue to move health forward.

https://healthforward.org/


Shannon Criss, Associate Professor
KU School of Architecture

Dotte Agency

http://www.dotteagency.org/

DOTTE AGENCY is a multi-disciplinary design 
collaborative engaging neighborhoods to shape the built 
environment in order to improve public health.

http://www.dotteagency.org/


Nailah M’Biti, Real Estate Director
Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council

https://www.facebook.com/INCthrives/

The Ivanhoe Neighborhood is a growing and thriving 
community in the heart of Kansas City, Missouri from 31st 
to Cleaver Blvd; Paseo to Prospect. 

The Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council works with the 
community to help build a clean, beautiful, safe and 
thriving neighborhood.

https://www.facebook.com/INCthrives/


Q&A

Contact: Ina Anderson, 
Deputy Director, Greater Kansas City LISC
ianderson@lisc.org

Full reports for all neighborhoods can be found at:

http://www.lisc.org/kansas-city/what-we-do/health/

mailto:ianderson@lisc.org
http://www.lisc.org/kansas-city/what-we-do/health/
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