
Heartland Health Equity Conference 
Proposed Conference Schedule 
 

Day 1 

8-4pm  Registration 

8:30-
9:00 

 Welcome  
Allen Greiner, MD MPH, KUMC Family Medicine;  

Kate O’Connor , GIlead  
Charge: Pastor Vonzel Sawyer  

9-10 
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KDHE Introduction by KDHE Representative  
“Lead Fearlessly: Advancing the Culture of Health Equity & Inclusion” 

Tionna Jenkins, PhD 

10-11 BEST 130 
State-Community 
Partnerships to 
Promote Growth in the 
Community Health 
Worker Profession 
Alissa Rankin 
 

BEST 135 
Dismantling Racism 
that Leads to 
Disparities 
Hakima Payne, Uzazi 
Village 

BEST 315 
Addressing Health Disparities among 
American Indian/Native Populations: 
A Look at Collaborative Work between 
the Center for American Indian 
Community Health (CAICH) and Tribal 
Communities 
Crystal Lumpkins, Center for American 
Indian Community Health 
 

BEST 330 
Aligning health 
equity, social 
determinants and 
academic 
achievement 
Kim Riley, Missouri 
Care 

BEST 335 
The Heartland Sexual 
Assault Policies and 
Prevention on Campuses 
Project 
Natabhona Mabachi, 
University of Kansas 
Medical Center 

11:15-
12:30 

BEST 130 
Engagement of 
Community Health 
Workers as Non-
Physician Team 
Members  
Dr. Justin Moore and 
Matt Thibault 
Health ICT 

BEST 135 
Integrating Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PrEP) for HIV 
Infection into Primary 
Care at KUMC 
Paul Rotert, University 
of Kansas, 
Department of Family 
Medicine 
 

BEST 315 
Safe Routes to Parks as a Route to 
better Health Outcomes and 
Neighborhood Safety 
John Hornbeck,  Healthy Communities 
Wyandotte | Wyandotte County Health 
Department  

Best 330 
Collaboration-Not 
Competition-in 
Diabetes Prevention 
Programs 
Abby Crow, Johnson 
County Department 
of Health and 
Environment 
 

BEST 335 
A Community-Scientist  
Collaboration to Develop a 
Lifestyle Intervention for 
African American Prostate 
Cancer Patients 
Jill Hamilton-Reeves, 
University of Kansas 
Medical Center 

12:30 Networking Activity with Lunch 

1-2pm Introduction:  Beth Nech 
Todd Moore, MPS 

“Dismantling Structural Inequality through Partnerships” 
Al Richmond, Executive Director 
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Community Campus Partnership for Health 

 

 

  

2:00-
3:15pm 
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 BEST 130 
PACE: Breaking the 
Cycle of the 
Chronically 
Underserved 
David Wensel, 
Midland Care  - 
PACE 

BEST 135 
Advancing health equity through 
strategic partnerships: Heartland 
Regional Health Equity Council + 
What is it and how to get involved 
Shary Jones, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 

BEST 315 
Connecting Kids to 
Coverage: KanCare 
Outreach and 
Enrollment in Rural 
Settings Bradford Wiles,  
Kansas State University 
Research & Extension 

BEST 330 
Comprehensive Primary 
Care Plus (CPC+): 
Including Patient Voices 
in Kansas Clinics 
Jennifer Woodward, 
KUMC Family Medicine 
Lauren Sawatzky, KUMC  
 

BEST 335 
Community based 
strategies to preventing 
sexual assault 
Melanie Austin, 
Metropolitan 
Organization to Counter 
Sexual Assault  

  

5 -7pm  CONFERENCE RECEPTION AND 
POSTER COMPETITION  

Introduction: Kate O’Connor 
“Taking Steps to Improve the Management of Chronic HCV” 

SPEAKER: Rachel Prosser PhD, APRN 
Healthy Solutions LLC 
Sponsored by Gilead 
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Day 2 

8-4pm  Registration 

8:30-
9:00 
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Conference and Sponsor Welcome 
Shary Jones, HHS, Region VII Director 

9-10 Opening Plenary 
“Tailoring Primary Care Training to Address Physician Shortage” 

John Sealey, MD Authority Health 

10-11 BEST Conference 
Center Ballroom 
HCV Care:  
Exploring the Link 
in Addiction 
Medicine 
Rachel Prosser 
Healthy Solutions 
LLC 

BEST 130 
Violence is a Public 
Health Issue 
Shary Jones, U.S. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
  

BEST 135 
Changing a Culture: A 
Multifaceted, Cross-
Sector Approach to 
Breastfeeding Support in 
Kansas 
Brenda Bandy,  Kansas 
Breastfeeding Coalition, 
Inc. 

BEST 315 
Faith Works Connecting 
for a Healthy Community 
(FWCFHC): Chronicling 
The Path to Community-
Engaged Work to 
Combat Cancer 
Disparities Among 
African Americans 
Crystal Lumpkins, Faith 
Works  

BEST 330 
H.E.A.T. Report 
Jerry Jones, 
Executive 
Director, 
Community 
Health Council 
of Wyandotte 
County 
 

BEST 335 
Using World Cafe's to 
build community 
partnerships 
Joseph LeMaster, 
University of Kansas 
School of Medicine 
 

11:15-
12:30 

  
 

BEST 130 
Special Diet Rx 
Emily Brown, Food 
Equality Initiative, Inc. 

BEST 135 
Combating Racial and 
Economic Segregation in 
the Kansas City 
Metropolitan Area 
Joey Lightner, City of 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Health Department 

BEST 315 
Perspectives: A Walk 
Through the Community 
Avrell Stokes 

BEST 330 
Sexuality 
Through The 
Lifespan 
Abby Squires, 
Bilingual 
Outreach 
Coordinator, 
Planned 
Parenthood  

BEST 335 
Maternal Options 
that Matter: MOM 
Clinic Providing 
Integrative and 
collaborative prenatal 
care to 
disenfranchised 
patient populations in 
a family medicine 
setting 
K.Mariah Chrans,  
Southwest Boulevard 
Family Health Care 
MOM Clinic 
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12:30 Lunch 

12:45—
1:30pm 

Introduction: Kate O’Connor 
“The Science and Implementation of PrEP: Are we reaching those at greatest risk for HIV?” 

Mark Thrun, MD 
Associate Director of HIV Medical Sciences, Gilead Sciences, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

1:30—
2:45 
pm 
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 BEST 130 
Tupac was a Change 
Agent: Lessons Learned 
in a CHW Classroom 
Marquell Harris, 
AIM4PEACE 
 

 BEST 135 
Designing Health Equity 
in the Built Environment 
Shannon Criss, KU School 
of Architecture 
 

 BEST 315 
Making Geography 
Irrelevant while 
Increasing Health 
Equity 
Carla Deckert, 
University of Kansas 
Center for 
Telemedicine & 
Telehealth 
 

BEST 330 
The Journey of Safe 
Routes to School 
Wyandotte County 
Donald Paul Jones, 
Healthy 
Communities 
Wyandotte 
 

 BEST 335 
T-SCORE: Teachers 
and Students for 
Community Oriented 
Research and 
Education 
Maria Alonso, 
University of Kansas 
Medical Center 

3:00 – 
4:00pm 

 Closing Plenary 
“Reflections on Today’s Learning” 

Sandy Snook, MSW 

4:00 
pm 

 Dismissal 


